SUMMARY MINUTES
Watershed Management Policy Board
Leon County Commission Chambers
December 11, 2008
2:00 p.m.
I.

Call to Order

Cliff Thaell,
Chair

Chairman Cliff Thaell called the meeting to order at approximately 2:25 p.m. Policy
Board members in attendance included Commissioner Debbie Lightsey, Tom Kwader,
and Skip Cook. Technical Support Committee Members in attendance included Doug
Fry, Dr. Julie Harrington, and John Buss. County/City staff assigned to the Policy Board
included Shington Lamy and Michelle Bono.

II.

Approval of May 22, 2008
Shington Lamy
Shington Lamy presented to the Policy Board the minutes from the May 22, 2008 meeting
(Attachment #1). By a motion of Commissioner Lightsey, seconded by Skip Cook, the
Policy Board unanimously approved the minutes.

III.

Watershed Champion Award
Lamy/Michelle Bono
The Policy Board presented a representative from Tall Timber Land Conservancy with a
plaque recognizing the organization as the 2007 Watershed Champion. In addition, a
video was presented honoring Tall Timbers.

IV.

Water Atlas Presentation
Staff
Greg Mauldin of the Tallahassee-Leon County GIS Department provided a brief update
on the progress of the Tallahassee-Leon County Water Atlas (Attachment #2). He stated
that the project had been completed and provided a demonstration of how data and
mapping could be retrieved from the website. Mr. Mauldin also reported that the Water
Atlas data would be updated quarterly. Water quality data of the City and County have
been included as well as data from Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and the Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD). In addition,
photographs have been submitted for the website. The Policy Board inquired about
advertisement of the website to the public. Staff stated that a media strategy plan would
be develop to market the website to the community.

V.

Watershed Signs
Lamy
There was a brief discussion regarding the memorandum provided by staff regarding the
suspension of the Policy Board’s effort to establish watershed signs and instead utilized
the funding to incorporate a groundwater component in the Tallahassee-Leon County
Water Atlas (Attachment #3). The Policy Board expressed considerable support for the
enactment of watershed signs in the future but in the interim agreed to utilize the

available funds on a potential ground water component to the Water Atlas and directed
Tom Kwader to work with the Technical Support Staff on the effort.

VI.

Update on Statewide Water Standards
Doug Fry
Mr. Doug Fry provided a brief update on the State’s effort to develop statewide
stormwater standards. He stated that the projected timetable to adopt such rules had
been delayed for one year and would probably occur in July 2010. Mr. Fry also stated
that there was a handbook being developed on the proposed rules.

VII.

Discussion on Watershed Initiative
Lamy
There was considerable discussion regarding the continuation of the Policy Board’s
initiative to address the County and City’s stormwater standards while the State looks at
establishing statewide standards. Chairman Thaell expressed his interest in the City and
County providing dedicated staff that would work on potential unified stormwater
standards. Commissioner Lightsey stated at this time she was not comfortable in
dedicating staff resources while the state addresses the issue. The Policy Board agreed
to look at the issue again during its spring meeting in 2009.

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Thaell, Chairman, at 3:45 p.m.

