
LINCOLN HS—AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE—2012 SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

NOTE: This summer assignment—complete and typed—is due the first week of class. You will also need to submit your 
complete assignment to turnitin.com, so be sure to save an electronic version of your work. Directions for submitting to 
turnitin.com will be given during the first week of school. These assignments are intended to enhance your critical reading 
skills and strengthen your writing skills, and they will be touchstone assignments for our work in class all year. Complete 
EACH category. (If you have questions, please email Mrs.McCarthy at mccarthye@leonschools.net before July 1.) 

Category One: “Close Reading” 
Read the attached chapter called “Close Reading: The Art and Craft of Analysis” and write a 300-word analysis or 
description of your own process as a reader. Consider carefully what is meant by “close reading”—what steps might be 
part of this method of reading? How might you apply the process as a reader? How might close reading help you develop 
as a writer? 

Category Two: Personal Glossary of AP Terms 
For each of the words on the attached list, provide the definition and an example in your own words. Definitions that are 
copied verbatim or that are cut and pasted from another source will not be accepted! Be sure to consult the 
resources listed, or similar literary resources, for your definitions; standard dictionary definitions are often inappropriate 
for the purposes of AP Lang. At the end of your glossary, include a complete Works Cited page in MLA format that 
appropriately cites each source you used in collecting and revising your definitions. Information about MLA Works Cited 
pages can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. You are expected to have a basic knowledge of these 
terms at the beginning of the school year; of course, we will build upon this understanding throughout the year. 

Category Three: A Watershed 20th Century Work  
1. Read J.D. Salinger’s novel, The Catcher in the Rye (available at local booksellers, libraries, and online retailers). Read 

the book with an eye for the author’s style of writing and how it influences the meaning of the novel. Look for 
recurring words, ideas, symbols, themes, and situations. Think about diction, tone, simile, metaphor, personification, 
and other ways Salinger’s language creates the meaning of the novel. You may want to take notes on these ideas as 
you read.  

2. Choose a two-page passage from The Catcher in the Rye that you find particularly beautiful, compelling, interesting, 
or confusing and photocopy it. Then complete a close reading of the passage. Mark or highlight words, phrases, 
sentences, and paragraphs that particularly demonstrate Salinger’s style. Use the terms in your Glossary to label 
specific techniques in the text, and “pay attention to the language, to the actual words and sentences” that Salinger 
uses (Prose 10). In the margins, make notes or ask questions about the writing and the meaning: How does Salinger 
create the story with words? What responses do you, the reader, have to Salinger’s way of telling the story? (See the 
sample of annotation within the chapter “Close Reading: The Art and Craft of Analysis” and use it to guide your 
work.) 

Category Four: Understanding Syntax 
Read the book How to Write a Sentence and How to Read One by Stanley Fish (available at local booksellers and online 
retailers). In this book, Dr. Fish breaks down some of the most challenging aspects of English grammar in a 
conversational, approachable way. As you read, either mark in your book or take notes on lessons you find surprising, 
challenging, or completely new. After you have finished the book, reread pages 25-28, and complete the “Jabberwocky” 
exercise Dr. Fish describes by replacing the nonsense words in the excerpt of the poem with words that do make sense in 
those positions. Type your new poem, and complete it with a 200-word narrative of the word choices you made and how 
you knew you could make them. In other words, explain what you did, and explain why it worked grammatically. 

Summer Assignment Checklist  

During the first week of school, I will submit a completed, TYPED (in MLA format) packet in class and on turnitin.com 
that includes:  
 ______   Response to “Close Reading: The Art and Craft of Analysis” 
 ______   Personal Glossary of AP Terms complete with Works Cited/Works Consulted page in MLA format 
 ______   Close Reading of passage from The Catcher in the Rye 
 ______   “Jabberwocky” exercise and explanation from How to Write a Sentence 

During the first week of school, I will be ready to:  
 ______  Submit my work electronically via Turnitin.com 
  _____  Bring hard copies of my Personal Glossary of AP Terms and my close reading of Salinger to class  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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AP English Language and Composition Terms for Glossary

1. allegory 
2. alliteration 
3. allusion 
4. anadiplosis 
5. analogy 
6. anaphora 
7. antimetabole 
8. antithesis 
9. archetype 
10. assonance 
11. asyndeton 
12. chiasmus 
13. cliché 
14. colloquialism 
15. connotation 
16. denotation 
17. diction 
18. epistrophe 
19. epithet 
20. epizeuxis 
21. ethos 
22. euphemism 
23. flashback 
24. hyperbole 
25. idiom  
26. imagery 
27. irony 
28. jargon 
29. juxtaposition 
30. logos 
31. metaphor 
32. metonymy 
33. onomatopoeia 

34. oxymoron 
35. paradox 
36. parallel structure 
37. parody 
38. pathos 
39. persona 
40. personification 
41. point of view 
42. polysyndeton 
43. pseudonym 
44. rhetoric 
45. rhetorical question 
46. sarcasm 
47. satire 
48. simile 
49. slang 
50. stereotype 
51. synecdoche 
52. syntax 
53. tone 
54. understatement 
 
Sources for consideration: 
http://www.virtualsalt.com/rhetoric.htm 

http://www.virtualsalt.com/litterms.htm 

http://www.uky.edu/AS/Classics/rhetoric.html 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms, ed. 
Chris Baldick (Oxford, 1990) 

The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary 
Theory, 4th edition, ed. J.A. Cuddon, revised C. E. 
Preston (Harmondsworth, 1998)    
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Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. Print. 

 


