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This year’s reading selections were taken from the Florida Association for Media in Education  Florida Teens Read book list for 2009-2010. The mission of the program is to encourage Florida teens to read enjoyable, quality literature that will stimulate 
imagination, awaken curiosity, expand horizons, enhance verbal fluency, and foster critical thinking and a lifelong love for reading and learning.
Florida Teens Read nominates ten to fifteen books per year. The books nominated for this reading list were chosen to:
· Engage high school students
· Reflect interests of high school students
· Represent a variety of genres, formats, reading levels, viewpoints, and ethnic and cultural perspectives
· Include both books written for young people and those written for adults

DISCLAIMER: This program is designed to entice teens to read. In order to engage their interest and to provide a spur to critical thinking, the book selections include those that involve sensitive issues. The content of some of the titles may be more mature than younger students may have previously encountered. Please recognize that this is a voluntary reading program. Not every book selected will suit every student. In a democratic society, a variety of ideas must find voice. As readers, teens have the choice to read the more mature titles or to close the book.  

Parents: Please use your judgment in helping your child choose a book that you find suitable.

	

	

	

	2009-2010 Reading List

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie Little

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart

Generation Dead by Daniel Waters

Gym Candy by Carl Deuker

Homeboyz (Mature Themes) by Alan Lawrence Sitomer

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins was voted the favorite book by Florida Teens)
The Last Exit to Normal by Michael B. Harmon

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow

The Market by J. M. Steele

Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham

Shift by Jennifer Bradbury

Suck It Up by Brian Meehl

Suite Scarlett by Maureen Johnson

Three Little Words by Ashley Rhodes-Courter

Unwind by Neal Shusterman

Participation in summer reading is voluntary and extra credit for all grades with the exception of those students who are enrolled in AP Language, AP Literature, TCC English, and American Literature.   Students enrolled in those classes will receive a separate, mandatory assignment.
Please choose one of the assignment options listed below.  Be prepared to turn your completed assignment in to your English teacher on the first day of school. Individual teachers will assign point values at their discretion.

Extra Credit Assignments

Keep in mind that these projects are designed to give you a variety of ways to demonstrate your understanding of, interpretation of, and response to the novel. Choose a project that best suits your strengths. 

1. Create a poster illustrating a quote or scene from the novel. Your poster should include the
quote or text it illustrates, either as a caption or as a part of the artwork. 

2. Write a letter from one character to one or more of the other characters, giving a piece of
advice that would have changed the novel's plot. Be sure to take on the character's persona, 
including writing style, point of view, and events and responses. 

3. Pretend you are one of the major characters and write a series of three to five diary
entries that cover the time span of the novel. Be sure to refer to characters and events in
the novel and explain the character’s feelings and thoughts based on what the novel tells you
about him or her. Begin your entries, "Dear Diary…" 

4. Make models of three objects which were important in the book you read. On a card attached to each model, tell why the object was important in the book. 

5. Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article; cover the weather (setting) in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and a collection of ads that would be related to the story.

6. Create a word collage by cutting out thirty words or phrases that describe the book in some way and would encourage others to read the book. Write the book title in the center of a blank poster and then glue the words around it. On the back of the poster, explain why you chose each word.

7. Make a mobile from drawings of people or objects in the book. Include a written explanation of the significance of the various items. You must include at least 5 items, people or objects.

8. Create a soundtrack in which you choose 5 songs with school appropriate lyrics that represent people, places or themes seen in the novel. For each song you choose, write 4-6 sentences explaining that choice.

9. Create a poster that could be the movie advertisement for your novel. On that poster, include artwork showing an important scene in the story. Be sure to include the name(s) of the actors/actresses that would be playing the main characters. On the back of the poster, write 3-5 sentences explaining your choice for each actor/actress.


