SUMMER READING 2010-2011

AP LANG

DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL-NO EXCEPTIONS!
Part I: Introduction to Argument

 Read Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner (William Morrow/ Harper Collins Publishing, 2005). 
As you read, use post-it notes to mark any aspect of the text you find confusing, amusing, ridiculous, interesting, or insightful.  Remember to write a brief comment ON the post-it note so you will not forget what it is you want to discuss. We will use these post-its to guide our beginning discussions, so take this aspect of the assignment seriously. 

After you read, choose one chapter (or a portion of a chapter) to dissect.  What do I mean by “dissection”?  It means you should think critically about the subject it discusses.  Under no circumstances, should you simply summarize Levitt and Dubner’s argument.  You should also think about the following:

Why does it appeal to you?  What about it seems significant?  Why does it even matter to you?  What are its major implications and underlying assumptions?  What does it say about our culture, as well as the global culture? After this dissection, craft an essay that defends or challenges the claim (or argument) that Levitt and Dubner make.  

However, no matter what “side” you choose, you MUST support YOUR argument with logical, valid, and concise information.  This DOES NOT require you to obtain outside sources… It merely forces YOU to think.  Remember:  Formal writing contains NO FIRST OR SECOND PERSON.  

This essay should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman or Arial font, and should be double-spaced.  There should be no hand-written text on paper you submit for this assignment, and it should be NO LONGER THAN TWO PAGES. 

Please note:  You may check out a copy of Freakonomics in Mrs. Roady-Lawson’s classroom (room 225) if you do not want to buy one.  You will be responsible for turning it back in unscathed at the beginning of the school year.   There are a limited number to check out, so it’s first come, first served.   

Part II: Introduction to Rhetoric

You will need to create a Rhetorical Terms Handbook, which will not only prepare you for the course but will serve as your very own reference guide for the rest of the year.  You will need a DEFINITION (in your own words) and an EXAMPLE for each of the following terms:

1. Allusion

2. Analogy

3. Anaphora

4. Antithesis

5. Apostrophe (not the punctuation)

6. Asyndeton

7. Cliché

8. Colloquialism

9. Connotation

10. Denotation

11. Epistrophe

12. Ethos
13. Euphemism

14. Hyperbole

15. Idiom

16. Imagery

17. Irony

18. Juxtaposition

19. Logos

20. Metonymy

21. Oxymoron

22. Paradox

23. Parallelism/parallel structure

24. Parody

25. Pathos

26. Polysyndeton

27. Rhetorical question

28. Satire

29. Synecdoche

30. Understatement

Half of your examples should be from literature; the other half should be your own, original examples.

Handbooks should be typed and organized.

You are expected to have a basic knowledge of these terms at the beginning of the school year and you can anticipate a quiz on them sometime during the first quarter.
During the first week of school, you will need to submit both assignments to turntin.com, so be sure to save them to your computer and/or a flash drive.  Directions for submitting work to turnitin.com will be handed out during that first week.  If you have any questions about the assignments, please email Mrs. Roady-Lawson (roady-lawsonj@leonschools.net ) or Ms. DeWinter (dewinterg@leonschools.net).

