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HERE'S YOUR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT FOR THE SUMMER OF 2010!
All rising English II General students are required to read one text: 
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom			(This novel will be taught and tested the first two weeks of school.)
				
All rising English II Honors and English II Gifted students are required to read two texts, including:
The Alchemist by Paul Coelho				(This novel will be taught and tested the first two weeks of school.)
Study questions are available on the Chiles website, at the Northeast Branch library, Books A Million, Barnes and Noble,and Borders.  Completed answers to these study questions are due the first day of school. 

Students in English II Honors and English II Gifted may select their second choice from the list below:
Students will complete an essay exam for their second choice within the first two weeks of school.

A Lesson Before Dying  by Ernest Gaines -The year is 1948. Harry Truman may have integrated the Armed Forces, but down in the small Cajun town of Bayonne, Louisiana, where the blacks still shuffle submissively for their white masters, little has changed since slavery. 

The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom	- This is the true story of a family who hid scores of Jews from the Nazi invaders during World War II.  After being discovered by the Nazis, the Ten Boom family was arrested, spending the remaining war years in concentration camps.  

Downsiders by Neal Shusterman - When fourteen-year-old Lindsay meets Talon and discovers the Downsiders world which had evolved from the subway built in New York in 1867 by Alfred Ely Beach, she and her new friend experience the clash of their two cultures

A Long Way Gone-Memoirs of a Boyhood Soldier by Ishmael Beah: Beah, now twenty-six years old, tells a powerfully gripping story: At the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he’d been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. At sixteen, he was removed from fighting by UNICEF, and through the help of the staff at his rehabilitation center, he learned how to forgive himself, to regain his humanity, and, finally, to heal.

Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes- At the age of fifteen, Dieter’s blind devotion gets him promoted from Hitler Youth into the German army.  Dieter’s determined to prove his allegiance to bravery at all costs.  Spence, just sixteen, drops out of his Utah high school to begin training as a paratrooper. He’s seen how boys who weren’t much in high school can come home heroes, and Spence wants to prove to his friends and family that he really can be something.

The Life of Pi by Yann Martel- When sixteen year old Pi Patel finds himself stranded in a lifeboat in the middle of the Pacific Ocean with only a menacing 450-pound Bengal tiger for company, he quickly realizes that the only way he will survive is if he makes sure the tiger is more afraid of him than he is of it.  Finding strength within himself, he draws upon all of his knowledge and cunning, battles for food and shelter, overcomes storms and disasters, and, in the end, makes a peace of sorts with both tiger and ocean.

Grass Dancer by Susan Power - Charlene and Harley each strive in solitude to make peace with the ghosts of the old ways, while they contend with the living: Jeannette McVay, an eastern college student who is studying the tribe; Crystal Thunder, who must escape the reservation in order to understand her past; Herod Small War, whose spiritual guidance is both revered and resented; Margaret Many Wounds, Harley's grandmother, who walks on the moon.
 
Seed Folks by Paul Fleishman - vacant lot, rat-infested and filled with garbage, looked like no place for a garden. Especially to a neighborhood of strangers where no one seems to care. Until one day, a young girl clears a small space and digs into the hard-packed soil to plant her precious bean seeds. Suddenly, the soil holds promise: To Curtis, who believes he can win back Lateesha's heart with a harvest of tomatoes; to Virgil's dad, who sees a fortune to be made from growing lettuce; and even to Maricela, sixteen and pregnant, wishing she were dead.
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