SGM3 2010 Symmer Reading List

Rising 6™ Grade: Rising 7" Grade: Rising 8" Grade:
Stargirl Walk Two Moons Chinese Cinderella: The True Story
by Jerry Spinelli ($6) by Sharon Creech ($6) of an Unwanted Daughter
OR OR by Adeline Yen Mah ($6)
The Search for Belle Prater Nothing But The Truth OR
by Ruth White ($6) by Avi ($6) Flush by Carl Hiaasen ($6)
Rising 6™ Grade Bridge: Rising 7" Grade Bridge: Rising 8" Grade Bridge:
The Last Book in the Universe The Alchemyst The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens
by Rodman Philbrick ($6) by Michael Scott ($7) by Sean Covey ($7)

For your convenience, books are available for purchase at SCMS while supplies last. It is to
your advantage to buy from the school, because books are purchased at a volume discount
saving you $$$ and time.

Attention 5" graders: Purchase books at 5™ Grade Parefit Night on April 22.
Attefition 6™ & 7" graders: Purchase books during:lunch on May 18 or 19.

During the summer, you may inquire in the frant office about purchasing a book.

Decision to make? Book summaries may be found on the back.
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Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of "Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo Borlock's
heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted...at first. Then, they turn on her.
Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can
destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the
thrill and inspiration of first love.

The Search for Belle Prater by Ruth White

Belle Prater is missing. Since she inexplicably disappeared about a year ago, her son, Woodrow, has been living with his grandparents, next door to his cousin
Gypsy. The two are best friends, joined by their adventurous sprits and shared love of stories and magic. One night they receive a puzzling phone call, which
provides a clue that sends Gypsy and Woodrow on a mission to find Belle. Joining them is Cassie Caulborne, the new girl in school, who, like Woodrow and
Gypsy, has experienced the loss of a parent. She is also endowed with a valuable gift--she knows things, things that happened in the past and reveal themselves
to her in dreams. Their quest leads them out of their sheltered life in Coal Station, Virginia, and eventually back to Woodrow's home in Crooked Ridge. On the
road they meet new people with their own stories to tell. One is Joseph, who has to sit at the back of the bus because he is black. The young people join him in
the rear and learn that he, too, is on a search--for his father. They help one another to find what they're looking for and gain friendship along the way.

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech

"How about a story? Spin us a yarn." Instantly, Phoebe Winterbottom came to mind. "I could tell you an extensively strange story," | warned. "Oh, good!" Gram
said. "Delicious!" And that is how | happened to tell them about Phoebe, her disappearing mother, and the lunatic. As Sal entertains her grandparents with
Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold--the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. In her
own award-winning style, Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two tales, one funny, one bittersweet, to create a heartwarming, compelling, and utterly
moving story of love, loss, and the complexity of human emotion.

Nothing But the Truth by Avi

Patriotism or practical joke? Harrison, NH — Ninth-grade student Philip Malloy was suspended from school for singing along to The Star-Spangled Banner in his
homeroom, causing what his teacher, Margaret Narwin, called "a disturbance." But was he standing up for his patriotic ideals, only to be squelched by the school
system? Was Ms. Narwin simply trying to be a good teacher? Or could it all be just a misunderstanding gone bad — very bad? What is the truth here? Can it
ever be known? Heroism, hoax, or mistake, what happened at Harrison High changes everything for everyone in ways no one — least of all Philip — could have
ever predicted.

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah

A riveting memoir of a girl's painful coming-of-age in a wealthy Chinese family during the 1940s. A Chinese proverb says, "Falling leaves return to their roots." In
Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah returns to her roots to tell the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph and courage in the face of despair.
Adeline's affluent, powerful family considers her bad luck after her mother dies giving birth to her. Life does not get any easier when her father remarries. She and
her siblings are subjected to the disdain of her stepmother, while her stepbrother and stepsister are spoiled. Although Adeline wins prizes at school, they are not
enough to compensate for what she really yearns for — the love and understanding of her family. Following the success of the critically acclaimed adult bestseller
Falling Leaves, this memoir is a moving telling of the classic Cinderella story, with Adeline Yen Mah providing her own courageous voice.

Flush by Carl Hiaasen

You know it's going to be a rough summer when you spend Father’s Day visiting your dad in the local lockup. Noah'’s dad is sure that the owner of the Coral
Queen casino boat is flushing raw sewage into the harbor—which has made taking a dip at the local beach like swimming in a toilet. He can’t prove it though, and
so he decides that sinking the boat will make an effective statement. Right. The boat is pumped out and back in business within days and Noah'’s dad is stuck in
the clink. Now Noah is determined to succeed where his dad failed. He will prove that the Coral Queen is dumping illegally . . . somehow. His allies may not add
up to much-his sister Abbey, an unreformed childhood biter; Lice Peeking, a greedy sot with poor hygiene; Shelly, a bartender and a woman scorned; and a
mysterious pirate—but Noah’s got a plan to flush this crook out into the open. A plan that should sink the crooked little casino, once and for all.





