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I.  PURPOSE: 
 
To  provide  guidelines,  procedures and responsibilities for the identification, safe handling, 
storage, disposal, labeling, use of personal protective equipment and program auditing, with 
respect to the management of biohazardous waste by LCEMS. 
 
II. GUIDELINE: 
 
The program implements applicable requirements of Federal and State Waste Management laws.  
The EMS Education/IQM Manager is designated as the Biohazardous Waste Coordinator and 
shall provide technical guidance to employees and agencies involved in this program. 
 
III.  PROCEDURE: 
 
 1.  Definitions: 
 
 A.  Biohazardous Waste – any solid or liquid waste which may present a threat of 

infection to humans.  This term includes, but is not limited to: 
 
   1)  Nonliquid human tissue and body parts 

   2)  Discarded sharps 

   3)  Human blood and blood products 

   4)  Human body fluids 

   5)  Used absorbent materials such as bandages or gauzes 

 6)  Used sponges that are supersaturated with the potential to drip and 
splatter 

 
 7)  Intravenous tubing and catheters 

 8)  Medical devices used in the treatment of HIV or Hepatitis B suspected 



Leon County E.M.S. – Standard Operating Guideline      301.00 
Bio-hazardous Waste Management  
Effective:  June 1, 2005 
Page 2 of 4 
 

 

 

or positive patients 

 
 B.  Biohazardous Waste Generator – any facility or person(s) who produces or 

generates Biohazardous Waste.  Emergency Medical Services are included under 
this definition. 

 
C. Leon County EMS employees shall regard all human blood and body fluid as 
infectious for HIV/HBV and other bloodborne pathogens and take appropriate 
protective steps to protect themselves from unprotected contact with such fluids.  
Though HIV/HBV transmission has not been documented from urine, feces, 
vomitus, sputum, saliva, sweat or tears, employees are directed to consider all 
body fluids as potentially hazardous and protect themselves accordingly.  This is 
primarily due to the frequently uncontrolled conditions present in pre-hospital 
emergency medical services making fluid differentiation difficult if not 
impossible. 

 
 
 D.  Decontamination – the process of rendering biohazardous waste to solid waste 
 
 E.  Disinfection – a process that destroys or irreversely inactivates the vegetative 

cells of microorganisms. 
 
 F.  Human Blood and Blood Products – includes whole blood, serum, plasma or 

blood components 
 
 G.  Point of Origin – the area where the bandage, sponge or other object becomes 

contaminated with body fluids or blood 
 
 H.  Saturated – the point at which no more can be absorbed, received or 

combined; or has the potential to drip or splatter 
 
  I.  Sealed – free from openings that allow the passage of liquids 
 
 J.  Sharps – devices with physical characteristics capable of puncturing, 

lacerating, or otherwise penetrating the skin 
 
 K.  Significant Exposure – major contact with blood or body fluids whether with 

or without proper protective equipment 
 
 2.  Responsibilities 
 
 A.  Biohazardous Waste Management Coordinator(s) (BWMC) – responsible for 

the development and implementation of the Biohazardous Waste Management 
Program, auditing the Division for compliance and providing technical and 
educational support to employees 
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 B.  Deputy Chiefs and Shift Supervisors – assist the BWMC with monitoring for 

compliance to this program 
 
 C.  Employees – compliance with this Waste Management Program.  Report any 

noncompliance to Shift Supervisors or the Waste Management Coordinator. 
 
 3.  Identification/Quantity and Location of Biohazardous Waste Collection Point 
 
 A.  Type of Waste – Biohazardous mainly composed of sharps, bandages, gauzes 

and sponges. 
 
 B.  Quantity – No estimate can be given, dependent upon call type and volume.  

Not to exceed twenty-five (25) transport pounds at any one time 
 
 C.  Location – EMS Logistics 
 
 4.  Guideline and Procedure for Handling Biohazardous Waste 
 
 Note: The following sections pertain only to Biohazardous Waste generated by LCEMS 

that is/was not disposed of at the receiving hospital. 
 
 A.  All Biohazardous Waste shall be identified and segregated from other solid 

waste at the point of origin.  Biohazardous waste will only be placed in approved 
containers and will not be placed with any other solid type waste (garbage). 

 
 B.  If Biohazardous Waste is found in non-hazardous waste (garbage), it will be 

managed as Biohazardous Waste per this program. 
 
 C.  Biohazardous Waste, except sharps, shall be packaged in impermeable red 

polyethylene or polypropylene plastic bags, sealed and labeled utilizing 
Biohazardous Labels. 

 
 D.  Discarded Sharps will be segregated from all other wastes.  Discarded sharps 

will be placed directly into leak resistant, rigid, puncture resistant containers.  The 
containers shall be designed primarily for the containment of Sharps and 
prelabeled with the international biological hazard symbol. 

 
 5.  Pick Up and Disposal of Biohazardous Waste 
 
 A.  All Biohazardous Waste bags including Sharp containers will be removed 

from the ambulances by the EMS crew members and/or the EMS Supply 
Technician. 

 
 B.  Personnel collecting, transporting and disposing of Biohazardous Waste will 
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use Personal Protective Equipment as deemed necessary. 
 
 C.  EMS crew members and/or the Supply Technician will inspect all bags and 

containers, including Sharps, for leakage at the time of pick up and later disposal.  
If leakage is noted, wearing PPE, the material will be re-bagged and labeled 
accordingly.  In the event of a spill, procedures outlined under Management of 
Biohazardous Spills will be utilized. 

 
 D.  After removal, the Biohazardous Waste will be placed in the EMS Soiled 

Utility Room at Headquarters.  Biohazardous Waste will be placed in the disposal 
boxes supplied by the disposal vendor.  All PPE worn during pick up will be red 
bagged. 

 
 E.  Biohazardous Waste can also be disposed of at the appropriate sites at 

Tallahassee Memorial Hospital and Capital Regional Medical Center. 
 
 F.  Disposal vendor invoices will be retained by LCEMS and filed for a period of 

three years. 
 
 6.  Biohazardous Waste Spills 
 
 A.  In the event of a Biohazardous Waste spill or leakage, personnel clothed with 

PPE will immediately initiate the following procedures: 
 
  1)  Contain the spill utilizing absorbent material 
 
  2)  Isolate the area, allow no one to interfere 
 
  3)  If liquid material is present in the spill: 
 
 a.  Flood the area with a germicide that is tuberculocidal prior to 

cleaning with absorbent 
 
 b.  After bulk cleanup, the area will be decontaminated by 

mopping with a fresh germicidal solution 
 
 c. All material used to clean up the spill, including mop heads will 

be red bagged for disposal 
 
 d.  All PPE will be red bagged for disposal 
 
 
 
 


