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I. Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this procedure is to define the duties and responsibilities of LCEMS 
Communications personnel as it pertains to Severe Weather operations. 
 
II. General Information 
 
Examples of severe weather include: Tornadoes, Severe Thunderstorms, Flash Floods, Electrical 
Storms, Hailstorms, or Hurricanes.  A watch is issued when the risk of a hazardous weather 
event has increased significantly, but its occurrence, location, and/or timing are still uncertain.  It 
is intended to provide enough lead time for those who need to set their plans into motion to do 
so.  A warning is issued when a hazardous weather event is occurring, is imminent, or has a very 
high probability of occurring.  A warning is used for conditions posing a threat to life and/or 
property. 
 
III. Procedure 
 

1. Watch - In the event that a severe weather watch is issued, the System Status Controller 
shall be responsible for notifying all on duty crews via their alphanumeric pagers and 
notify the on-duty supervisor via telephone.   

2. Warning – In the event that a severe weather warning is issued, the SSC shall be 
responsible for notifying all on duty crews via their alphanumeric pagers and 
broadcasting the weather bulletin on both channels 1 and 4.   

 
It will be the responsibility of the on-duty supervisor to coordinate with the appropriate 
LCEMS administrators regarding the extent of response that LCEMS crews will perform 
during extended periods of severe weather such as hurricanes.  Once a decision has been 
made, the SSC should inform all on duty crews to report to the nearest TFD station or other 
safe location to stand-by until the weather improves and normal response operations resume.  
It may be necessary to limit responses to life-threatening emergencies only; this decision will 
also be made by the on-duty supervisor. Responses are outlined in 409.00 – OPCON 1-5. 

 


