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I. Policy 
 
It is the policy of Leon County Emergency Medical Services that we shall not knowingly put our 
employees in harms way, by dispatching them to scenes that are known to contain hazards not 
part of “normal EMS” operations, without informing them of that hazard.  Some examples of 
hazardous scenes are: 

- Suicide attempt involving a weapon 
- Domestic Violence 
- Assault or Battery  
- Fights or Brawls 
- Stabbing or GSW 
- Hazardous Materials Incidents 
- Structure Fires 
- Call for Unknown problem 
- Electrocutions  

 
II. Guideline 
 
The System Status Controller (SSC) or dispatcher will inform a responding crew of any 
potentially hazardous conditions on the scene of a call at the time of dispatch.  The SSC or 
dispatcher will also verify that appropriate law enforcement or other agency is en route to the  
call and then will advise the responding crew that another agency is also en route.  Once a scene 
is secured, the dispatcher shall advise the crew it is safe to approach. 
 
A responding crew may ask for an additional resource to respond once they are on scene.  The 
dispatcher should request the resource and monitor the status of the scene until they know that 
that resource has arrived. 
 
If at any point, the Communication Center receives information on possible hazards on a scene, 
the dispatcher should immediately notify the responding crew, even if that crew is already on 
scene.  The dispatcher should also request any other appropriate resource upon receiving any 
new information on hazards. 
 


