Citizen Charter Review Committee
November 19, 2009
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Leon County Courthouse
Commission Chambers"5loor

l. Call to Order

Il Invocation and Pledge

1. Roll Call

V. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting
1. November 12, 2009 Meeting Minutes

V. Reports of Chairperson

VI. Presentations by Invited Guests/Consultant

1. Presentation by éhCounty Commissioners
-Commissioner Bob Rackleff

VII. Remarks of Interested Citizens

VIIl.  Unfinished Business
1. Review of Bylaws and Comparisons

2. Board Identified Charter Issues
3. Commissioners’ Presentations Summary

4. Counties’ Charter Comparison
a. Volusia County Charter

IX. New Business
1. Requested Information from County Attorney
a.Consent Decree

2. Staff/Consultant Discussion (Pertinent Updates)
3. Member Discussion (Direction to Staff/Consultant)

X. Adjournment with Day Fixed for Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Citizen Charteviedesr Committee is sctaled for Thursday,
December 3, 2009



CALL TO ORDER



INVOCATION AND PLEDGE



ROLL CALL



V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF
PREVIOUS MEEINTG



Leon County
2009-2010 Citizens Charter
Review Committee (CRC)
November 12, 2009

The Leon County 2009-2010 Citizens Charter Review Committee (CRC) met on November 12 in

the Commission Chambers with Committee members Marilyn Wills, Larry Simmons, Ralph
Mason, Linda Nicholsen, Chuck Hobbs, David Ja cobson, Sue Dick, Catherine Jones, Lance De-
Haven Smith, and Rick Bateman (arrived at 11:4 5) in attendance. Members absent were:
Lester Abberger, Jon Ausman, Donna Harper, Christopher Holley, and Tom Napier. Also
attending were County Administrator Parwez Alam, County Attorney Herb Thiele, Deputy
County Administrator Vince Long; Facilitator Kurt Spitzer, Special  Projects Coordinator
Shington Lamy, and Clerk Rebecca Vause.

In Chairman Holley’s absence, the meeting was Chaired by Vice-Chair Marilyn Wills.

l. Call to Order:
Ms. Wills Called the Meeting to Order at 11:35 a.m.

Il. Invocation and Pledge
The Invocation was provided by Larry Simmons who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

. Roll Call :
The Roll Call was conducted by the Clerk.

V. Approval of the Minutes
Ralph Mason noted a correction to his name. The minutes, as corrected, were moved
for approval by David Jacobson and were unanimously approved.

V. Reports of Chairperson:
Ms. Wills noted that Chairman Holley provided the article Ways to Think About Charter
Reform, which was included in the Committee’s packet. The article is provided for

informational purposes only.

VI. Presentations by Invited Guests/Consultant

X County Administrator Alam provided an overview of County Government and the
County Charter.

Presentation by County Commissioners (Commissioners were provided an opportunity
to appear before the CRC to share their prio rity issues.) A summary of these comments
follow:

f Commissioner Bryan Desloge opined that the 1) role and term of the Chairman
should be extended; 2) elect ions should remain non-pa rtisan; 3) composition of
Commission be changed to four district co mmissioners and three at large, and 4)
efforts of functional consolidation among governments within the community, i.e.,
City, FSU, FAMU, TCC be improved.

Sue Dick dialogued with Commissioner Desloge on the current term and the
process of choosing the Chairman positi on and also discussed consolidation.

Chuck Hobbs inquired on the potential implementation of a “new” Commission

districting scheme. Mr. Thiele shared that County was under a Court ruling
that requires consent from the Justic e Department and the NAACP to the
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change districting scheme. Mr. Bateman confirmed with Mr. Thiele that the
Courts would have to approve any change to the current format.

Mr. Thiele established that contact would be made with the Justice Department
and the NAACP if the CRC were to recommend a change to the current
districting scheme.

Mr. Bateman requested a copy of the Consent Decree; which Mr. Thiele stated
his office would provide at the next CRC meeting.

There continued to be discussion on this issue.

Commissioner Dailey noted that this was a citizen process and that it was not the
role of a Commissioner to guide them, but to assist in any way. He offered two
recommendations: 1) “Less is better” and that the Charter should not be so specific

as to hinder County government. He em phasized specifically, that functional
consolidation should not be in the Charte r, but instead be addressed through Joint
Agreements and 2) Section 2.3, paragraph 2, Senior Management of the Charter, be
amended to reflect the current organizational structure whereby the Tourist
Development Council reports to the County Administrator.

Commissioner Sauls provided written comm ents to the CRC and these were read
into the Record by Ms. Wills. A copy of Commissioner Sauls remarks are attached.

Commissioner Thaell focused his remarks on campaign finance reform, specially
limited campaign contributions for local elect ions. He asked the CRC to look closely
at the Sarasota County Charter, which initially set a ceiling of $40,000 per election
campaign and a $200 limit on individual contributions. However, the Courts ruled
against the $40,000 provision as unconstitutional.

Commissioner Proctor provided comments on several issues he wished the CRC to
address: 1) intellectual property comp onent, 2) establishment of a Petroleum
Commission to study the impacts of oil drillin g to North Florida; 3) establishment of
a Water Management District/Commission to address water rights; 4)
establishment of Utility Commission; 5) gr owth management specifically regarding
the one house per ten acre provision for the Southside; 6) affordable housing; 7)
installation of sewer infrastructure to the southside; 8) review of annexation policy,
9) county/city consolidation whereby City functions would be incorporated in the
County’s operations, and 10) voiced his support for the current Commission
districting scheme.

Commissioner Akinyemi requested that the CRC address the issues of Campaign
Contribution Reform and the creation of a Citizen Utility Review Advisory Board. A
copy of Commissioner Akinyemi’s comments is attached.

David Jacobsen inquired on Commissioner Akinyemi’s position on out of county
contributions and the $40,000 campaign cycle limit. Commissioner Akinyemi
voiced his support for both matters.

The CRC requested a legal opinion on loca | authority of campaign finance reform
from the County Attorney’s Office. Mr. Kinni, Assistant County Attorney, stated
that this information would be provided at the next meeting along with the Consent
Decree.



VII.

VIIl.

X.

Remarks of Interested Citizens:
none

Unfinished Business:
none

New Business

Mr. Spitzer noted that the revised bylaws, as well as comparative data on other CRC
bylaws would be available for the CRCs review and consideration at the next meeting.

Direction to Staff

Mr. Bateman requested staff provide a comparat ive analysis of other County charters.
In addition, Linda Nicholsen asked that staff provide “best practices” from other Charter
Counties.

There was discussion regarding the NAACP’s position on the district redistricting
scheme. Chuck Hobbs, in his role as counse | to the NAACP, offered to request that the
President of the local chapter of the NAACP appear at a later CRC meeting.

Ms. Dick remarked she was concerned that some of the issues brought forward by
Commissioners were outside of the purview of the Committee’s role and did not want to

appear unresponsive to their comments. Mr . Spitzer offered to provide an abbreviated
summary, in conjunction with the County Atto rney’s Office, of issues presented by the

County Commissioners.

Cathy Jones asked about the status of the information that was requested on voting
thresholds. Mr. Spitzer advised that this was a work in progress and would be available
prior to next week’s meeting.

Ms. Dicks inquired how the subject of member attendance can be addressed. Ms. Wills
commented that this issue could be addressed by the Chair at the next meeting.

Shington Lamy stated that reminder e-mails would be provided to the members prior to
each meeting and asked that members notify him of a scheduling conflict that would
preclude their attendance at the meeting. He added that he is working to schedule
Constitutional Officers’ presentations for the December meetings.

Adjournment with Day Fixed for Next Meeting:
Date of next meeting November 19 at 11:30 a.m. in Commission Chambers.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Christopher Holley, Chair

Bob Inzer, Clerk of Court



V.

REPORTS OF CHAIRPERSON



VI.

PRESENTATIONS BY INVITED
GUESTS/CONSULTANT

a. Commissioner Bob Rackleff



VII.

REMARKS OF INTERESTED CITIZENS



VIII.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS



VIIl. (1): Review of Bylaws and Comparison



BY-LAWS OF THE LEON COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

DRAFT

Rule 1. Public Meetings and Sunshine Law: All meetings of the Committee, including all meetings of its
subcommittees and study committees, shall be open to the public. Notice of the date, time and place of
said meetings shall be made available to the public in advance of the meetings by written notice to a
newspaper of general circulation in the County, by posting the date, time and place upon the Charter
Committee’s Internet site and by posting a notice on the public bulletin board maintained for such
purposes at the County Courthouse, at least 48 hours before the meeting. All members of the Committee
and all members of any subcommittee or study committee are subject to the provisions of Florida’s
Sunshine Law and shall abide by the letter and spirit of the Law.

Rule 2. Citizen Participation at Meetings: The Committee will entertain public comment on all substantive
agenda items. Under the agenda item of “Remarks of Interested Citizens”, interested citizens shall be
afforded an opportunity to comment on matters before the Committee. The remarks of any citizen should
be germane to the agenda or matters to come before the Committee. Each agenda shall include a point
during the meeting at which “Remarks of Interested Citizens” may be made. The Committee may impose
reasonable limitations on time allotted to any citizen or on the total time to be allotted to public
participation during the meeting. Each citizen addressing the Committee is asked to observe the general
rules of courtesy and civility, and to avoid repetition of other speakers. Citizens are asked to limit their
comments to five minutes in the interest of fairness to all citizens desiring to be heard, although this
requirement may be waived at the discretion of the Chairman for good cause.

Rule 3. Place of Meetings: The regular meetings of the Committee shall be at the Leon County
Courthouse. The Committee may also resolve to hold meetings at other locations. The meetings of the
Committee, subcommittees or study committees should be at a meeting place large enough to
accommodate not only the Committee members but also interested citizens. The meeting place chosen
shall be open and accessible, free of any admission charge or restriction, to the Committee and public.

Rule 4. Call and Notice of Meetings: Date, time and place of each regular meeting of the Committee shall
be announced at the preceding regular or special meeting of the Committee, and posted on public bulletin
boards in accordance with Leon County policy. The agenda of each regular or special meeting shall
include the fixing of the date of the next regular meeting. Special meetings may be called by the Chair of
the Committee, or by any seven (7) members of the Committee requesting such special meeting in writing
filed with the County Administrator. The County Administrator shall be responsible for mailing a written
notice of the date, time and place of meetings of the Committee to members of the Committee. All such
notices shall be mailed to the members of the Committee at their addresses listed on an appropriate form
kept by the County Administrator. It shall be the responsibility of any member of the Committee to notify
the County Administrator of any change of address.

A written notice of special meetings of the entire Committee shall be given in the same manner as written
notices of regular meetings, except that the written notice of a special meeting shall include the purpose
for the call of such special meeting.

Rule 5. Agenda for Regular Meetings: The agenda for regular meetings of the Committee shall be
generally as follows, subject to amendment or revision by the Committee Chair or a majority of the
members present:

I. Call to Order
II. Invocation and Pledge

I1l. Roll Call



IV. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting

V. Reports of Chairperson (if any)

VI. Presentations by Invited Guests/Consultant
VII. Remarks of Interested Citizens

VIIl. Reports of Committees (if any)

IX. Unfinished Business

X. New Business

XI. Adjournment with Day Fixed for Next Meeting

Rule 6. Recording of Minutes: Meetings of the Committee shall be recorded-en-recerding
machineselectronically. The County Administrator shall be responsible for insuring that the recording
apparatus is available at each meeting of the Committee. The tapes records of all such meetings shall be
preserved as required by law. Failure to tape record a meeting shall not affect the validity of any
proceeding. The Committee shall make disposition of the records tapes of such meetings to the Clerk of
Court at the conclusron of the work of the Commrttee The Clerk of Court shall further be responsrble for

= All records of the
Commﬂtee—meludmg%eﬁpereeerdmg&eﬁmeeﬂng& shaII be made avarlable to the public during office
hours of the Clerk of Court or as established by the Committee. Minutes of committee proceedings shall
be filed at least once per month. The Chair may request that a verbatim record of any proceeding before
the Committee be made. Such a request is in addition to the requirements of Rule 6.

Rule 7. Quorum: A majority of the members of the Committee, or of any subcommittee shall constitute a
guorum for transaction of business, and a majority of those present shall be sufficient to agree to any
motion except as otherwise set forth in these bylaws.

Rule 8. Attendance: Regular attendance and attention to the business of the Committee is expected. The
seat of any member who fails to attend three consecutive regular meetings, without previous notification,
shall be presumed vacant, and the Chair shall report that fact to the County Commissioner who appointed
the member, for confirmation that a vacancy exists. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as
initial appointments.

Rule 9. Proxy Voting: No member of the Committee or any of its study committees or committees shall
have the power to vote by proxy. Only those members physically present shall be entitled to vote.

Rule 10. Deliberations:

A. Issues Agenda. The Committee shall approve, by majority vote of those present, an initial agenda
of issues to be considered, and a schedule of meetings at which the several approved issues shall be
discussed. Prior to completion of the issues/discussion meetings, additional issues may be added and
scheduled upon the request of four or more members.

After completion of the scheduled discussion meetings but not later than January 7, 2010, additional
issues may be scheduled with the concurrence of a majority of the Committee.



Any issue may be stricken from further consideration at discussion meetings by a majority of those
members present, but not less than seven members.

B. Decision Agenda. The Committee shall approve, by majority of those present, a schedule and
agenda of meetings at which approved issues and sample text of proposed amendments shall be
considered for inclusion in recommendations to be reviewed at public hearings.

After a an proposed amendment has been discussed, the Committee may instruct the appropriate staff to
prepare proposed amendments for review and discussion at public hearings with the concurrence of a
majority of the entire committee.

C. Final adoption and transmittal. After all necessary hearings, the Committee shall amend (if
necessary), approve and transmit the proposed Charter amendments to the Board of County
Commissioners, and a proposed ballot titte and summary of the substance and chief purpose of each
measure, with the concurrence of two-thirds of those present but not less than 10 members.

Rule 11. Voting Generally: Each member present shall vote, unless a conflict of interest exists, in
which case said conflict shall be publicly stated prior to the vote and filed in writing with the County
Administrator, as provided by law.

Rule 12. Official Rules of Order: Except as otherwise provided in these rules of procedure,
Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall apply in matters of procedural conflict for the Committee,
subcommittees, and study committees.

Rule 13. Duties of the Chair: The Chair shall:

a. Preside at all regular and special meetings of the Committee;

b. Represent the Committee at all functions and activities so requiring (but without authority to
state any position of the Committee not previously approved);

c. Serve as ex-officio (non-voting) member of all committees;

d. Be charged with the responsibility of making all committee assignments and appointment of
all chairs of committees;

e. Call special meetings where necessary;
f. Set meeting agendas in coordination with the Committee’s consultant;

g. Approve all disbursement requests, certifying that the disbursement has been duly approved
by the entire Committee.

Rule 14. Duties of the Vice-Chair: The Vice-Chair shall perform the duties of the chairman in the absence
or inability to serve of the Chair.

Rule 15. Duties of the Office of the County Administrator: The County Administrator shall:

a. Prepare, dispatch, file and otherwise process all correspondence for the Committee as a
whole;

b. Provide for the reproduction or copying of such records as may be requested by the public in
a reasonable period of time and at a rate consistent with Leon County policy.

¢. Maintain accurate records showing the nature, purpose and amount of all expenditures made
on behalf of the Committee;

d. Coordinate with the Office of the Clerk of Court in connection with the proof and filing of all
disbursement requests and other administrative requirements.

e. Perform other duties as prescribed by the Chairman.



Rule 16. Duties of the Clerk of Court: The Clerk of Court shall:

a. Be custodian of all records of the Committee;

b. Keep an address and attendance roster;

c. The Clerk of Court shall make all minutes available to the public and open for inspection at all
reasonable times. The attendance roster shall likewise be open for inspection by any member
and by the public at any reasonable time.

d. Provide for the reproduction or copying of such records as may be requested by the public in
a reasonable period of time and at a rate consistent with Leon County policy.

e. Perform other duties as prescribed by the Chairman.

Rule 17. Committees: The Committee may authorize the appointment of Subcommittees as it sees fit to
plan and administer ministerial functions of the Committee, or to investigate and report to the full
Committee on studies of special departments or functions of the existing or proposed government, or for
any other lawful purpose; provided that no Committee shall have any final authority vested by law in the
full Committee.

Rule 18. Policy on Publicity: Every effort shall be made to insure that the proceedings of the Committee
are made available to the news media. No attempt shall be made to inhibit the normal processes of the
news media. Public statements by the Committee or by study committees shall be coordinated through
the Chair and the Consultant. Members of the Committee may make public or private statements of their
personal feelings, attitudes or beliefs at any time. In making such statements, however, members of the
Committee shall on every occasion make an affirmative statement that their views are not represented as
the views of the Committee as a whole. The Chair of the Committee shall be responsible for announcing
the adopted positions of the Committee.

Rule 19. Amendment: These rules and policies shall be the by-laws of the Committee and may be
amended by an affirmative vote of two thirds (2/3) of the members-efthe Committee_present but not less

than eight.-present-and-veoting-




CRC Rules

County # Members # to Draft #1to Ado pt

Alachua 15 8

Brevard 15 silent 10

Broward 19 10 13

Charlotte 15

Clay 15

Columbia 15 2/3 (present)

Duval NA

Hillsborough 14 10

Lee 15| majority of entire 12 (9)
CRC

Leon 15

Miami-Dade NA

Orange 11to 15

Osceola 13 8

Palm Beach NA

Pinellas 13 8

Polk 13| majority of entire[ 2/3 present but not
CRC less than 7

Sarasota 10 7

Seminole 15 8

Volusia 11to 15

Wakulla 15 10

Leon - crc policies




VIIl. (2): Board Identified Charter Issues



CITIZEN CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM
DATE: November 16, 2009
TO: The Citizen Charter Review Commi
FROM: Parwez Alam, County Administrator

Vincent S. Long, Deputy County Administrator
Shington Lamy, Special Projects Coordinator

SUBJECT: Board Identified Charter Issues

On May 26, 2009, the Leon County Board of County Commissioners (Board) conducted a
workshop to identified policy issues that it wished to be considered by the Citizen Charter
Review Committee (Committee) to strengthen the County Charter to better position the County
to most effectively deal with current and anticipated challenges and opportunities facing our
community. The Board stressed that the issues identified should not be considered exhaustive or
limit the Committee’s ability to address broad or specific issues. The issues identified during the
workshop were as follows:

County/city consolidation and/or functional consolidation
Countywide stormwater standards/environmental ordinances
Codification of revised Tourist Development Council Structure
Non-partisan elections

Lower Charter Petition Threshold

Protection of Water Supply

Annexation Policy

Charter officers/Constitutional Officers

Commission Structure/Districting Schemes



VIIl. (3): Commissioners’ Presentation Summary



CITIZEN CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM
DATE: November 16, 2009
TO: The Citizen Charter Review Committee
FROM: Parwez Alam, County Admmistrator%l(
Vincent S. Long, Deputy County Admjn!strator

Shington Lamy, Special Projects Coordinator
Kurt Spitzer, Kurt Spitzer and Associates

SUBJECT:  Summary of County Commissioners’ Presentations

On November 12, 2009, the Citizen Charter Review Committee (Committee) received
presentations from a majority of the Leon County Commissioners regarding issues that they
wished to be addressed during the charter review process. Presentations were made by
Commissioners Bryan Desloge, John Dailey, Cliff Thaell, Bill Proctor, and Akin Akinyemi. In
addition, each member in attendance received written remarks from Commissioner Jane Sauls.
The following information provides a brief summary of the issues presented by each
commissioner.

Bryan Desloge
Commissioner Desloge presented three issues to the Committee for review during its process.
They are as follows:

e Expansion of the current term of the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners

¢ Preservation of non-partisan elections for County Commission seats

e Modification of the current commission district scheme to 4 district seats and 3 at-large

seats

Commissioner Desloge also spoke broadly about the importance of functional consolidation
among the numerous governments in the community.

John Dailey

Commissioner Dailey opened with the statement that the County Charter should not be so
specific that it hinders County government. The Commissioner specifically emphasized that he
was opposed to the inclusion of functional consolidation issues in the County Charter.
Commissioner Dailey identified one specific area for revision in the County Charter. He stated
that Section 2.3, paragraph 2, Senior Management of the Charter, should be amended to reflect
the current organizational structure whereby the Tourist Development Council Director reports
to the County Administrator.

Cliff Thaell
Commissioner Thaell identified the single issue of campaign finance reform for review by the
Committee. Commissioner Thaell asked that the Committee take a look at a section of the



Sarasota County Charter which provides linots campaign contributions for local elections
(Attachment #1). Sarasot@ounty initially placed a $40,000 limit for each local election
campaign and a $200 limit on individual cobtrions. However, the $40,000 provision was
struck down by the court while the $200 limitiodividual contributon remains in effect.

Commissioner Proctor
Commissioner Proctor presented a numberssfies for the Committee’s review. They are as
follows:
X Inclusion of a intelleatal property component
x Establishment of a Petroleum Commissiorstody the impact of bidrilling to North
Florida
x Establishment of a local water managemdistrict/commission taddress water rights
for the Big Bend area
X Modification to the one house per ten acm®vision currently governed in the
Tallahassee-Leon County Comprehensive Plan
Inclusion of an affordable housing prowsito address such needs in Leon County
Installation of sewer infrastructute the southside of Leon County
Review of the County’surrent annexation policy
Preservation of the current Commission distigtscheme of 5 district seats and 2 at-
large seats
Commissioner Proctor also expsed his thought thaunctions and servicesf the City of
Tallahassee be absorbed by the County rathemtigager, if consolid#gon were to occur.

X X X X

Commissioner Akinyemi
Commissioner Akinyemi identified two issuégr the Committee’s reew. He distributed
comments for each issue to the Committee (Attaaatt # 2). They issues are as follows:

X Inclusion of a campaign contribution provision

x Establishment of a Citizentllity Review Advisory Board
In addition, Commission Akinyenstated that he would be opém limits on contributions to
campaigns as was initially included in the&mta County Chartéthe $40,000 provision) and
the prohibition of out-of-county campaigns.

Commissioner Sauls
Commissioner Sauls provided itten remarks to the Committee on issues she would like
address during the charter revipvwocess (Attachment #3). Thesues identified in her remarks
were as follows:

X Preservation of the current Comma@siAdministrator form of government

X Inclusion of a provision that would act countywide stormwater standards
Commissioner Sauls’ remarks also expressed her opposition to a consolidation of the County and
City.

Commissioner Bob Rackleff is scheduled ke his presentation to the Committee on
Thursday, November 19, 2009. Following his preation, staff will provide an analysis on the
issues presented by the commissioners regardategial scope in which they may be addressed
by the Committee.



Attachment #1: Section 6.5A of the Sarasota County Charter

Attachment #2: Commissioner Akin Akinyemi'€omments to the Citizen Charter Review
Committee

Attachment #3: Commissioner Jane Saul'sitién Remarks to the Citizen Charter Review
Committee



Portion of the Sarasota County Charter . Attachment # !
Page of_\

precincts and of all Absentee, Provisional, and Military and Overseas
(UJOCAVA) ballots. Such comprehensive manual audit shall be
completed within five days after the election, with the exception of
comprehensive audits of Military and Overseas ballots, which shall
be completed within five days after a primary election, and within 10
days after a general election. Audits shall be completed by a reputable
independent and nonpartisan auditing firm as in (2) above. A copy
of these audits shall be retained for public view and copying at the
Supervisor of Elections Office in addition to being given to the County
Commissioners, These audits shall be considered Florida public records
pursuant to Florida Statute 119,

(Added 11/7/20086.)

Section 6.3 Recall. The procedures for the recall of a County
Commissioner shall be as set forth in general law. The procedures for
the recall of other elected County officers, including, but not limited to,
the Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, Tax Collector, Property Appraiser, and
Clerk of the Circuit Court shall be the same as those for the recall of a
County Commissioner. (Amended 3/14/2000 and 11/7/2000.)

Section 6.4 Method. Ordinances shall prescribe the method of calling
special elections and referenda,

Section 6.5 Elections for County Office. As identified herein, County
office for which compensation is paid shall be defined to include
membership on the Board of County Commissioners, Clerk of the Circuit
Court, Property Appraiser, Tax Collector, Supervisor of Elections, and
Sheriff. County office for which compensation is not paid is membership
on the Charter Review Board. (Added 11/6/1990; Amended 11/5/1996
and 11/7/2000.)

6.5A No candidate for any County office for which compensation
is paid shall accept any contribution from any contributor, including a %
political committee, as defined by state law, in cash or in kind, in an

amount in excess of $200. (Amended 11/7/2000.)

Section 6.6 Enforcement. Within sixty (60) days of the adoption of this
Article, the Board of County Commissioners shall adopt by ordinance
provisions for the enforcement of this Asticle, including reasonable
penalties for any willfui violation. (Amended and Renumbered
3/14/2000.)

Section 6.7 Qualification. Anyone who wishes to qualify for an elected
position in Sarasota County that requires residency within a specific
district must have resided within that district for six (6) months
immediately prior to qualification. Anyone who wishes to qualify for a
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Attachment # Q—
Page | of | November 12, 2009

Dear Charter Review Committee Members,

I commend you for accepting to serve on this most important committee and I know that we have
assembled the best minds for the task ahead. I appreciate the expertlse and diverse view points that you
each brought to the table. I will honor your collective wisdom by giving your recommendations my
most serious consideration. Our commission has put forth some great issues for you to consider. | want
to encourage you to exert your independence of thought and not be bound by just these issues. Bring to
us what you believe are of the utmost importance. I’ll be glad to answer your questions on these and
other issues, but would like to focus my talk on the following two issues that are near and dear to me:

— — A CAMPAIGN-CONTRIBUTION REFORM: ~ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _
Although this issue is largely regulated at state level, we can as a community, set a good example
and nudge our legislature along by doing all we can to level the playing field. Providing an
opportunity for well qualified, but lesser known candidates, is very important to me far above my
own interest for re-election. The issue is not necessarily lowering the $500 per entity contribution
limit, but closing several loop holes as well as providing “near equal” media access to all. Without
violating existing laws, examples of recommendations from this committee may include, but not
limited to:

1. Craft specific language to submit to the legislature and encourage the county, FAC, and other
stage holders to lobby for its passage and state-wide application.

2. Craft language that can be put on a voter referendum for possibly adoption and application to all
those seeking office in Leon County. _

3. Craft language that candidates will be asked to voluntarily sign on to, regarding their conduct

and fundraising practices.

— — — B.-CIIZEN-UTILIEY REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD: — —  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
My vision of this “board” is not one of a governing body, but rather, an empowering body that gives

the citizens of Leon county an avenue to provide input on issues such as rates, energy portfolio,

goals/general directions, etc. to their utility providers. The Florida Public Service Commission

(PSC) only has a limited regulatory role (base rate increase, new plant creation, etc.) and City of

Tallahassee and Talquin utility customers have little say in the decisions of their providers. This

“board” or “committee”, even with only “advisory role” will provide a central voice for our

residents.

One of the things I love the most about our charter form of county government is the home rule
provision. It means that it is not just the legislature or commissioners that set the rules, it is also the
people. Although you may have been appointed by commissioners, you are the representatives of the

people.

I know it takes effort and courage to take on the tougher issues. I believed that, even in the face of
— — — established-eppesition;-you-all-have the caring-hearts-and-the capability to make decisions that areinthe = _ |
best interest of all of our residents.

Respectfully Submitted by,
Akin Akinyemi
Leon County Commissioner At-Large



Attachment #
Page_ | of 2

COMMISSIONER SAULS’ REMARKS FOR
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

11-12-09

Thank you for the work you will be doing as members
of the Charter Review Committee.

I believe that becoming a Charter County has helped
the County Commission in providing services to
residents in a more effective and efficient manner.

Although I do not feel that much change is needed in
our current charter, like any organization there is
always room for improvement.

I favor the current Commission Manager and Attorney
form of government, and the current system in which
the Board operates.

Since I’ve been on the Commission, we have made
significant progress in working with the City to
identify programs and services that can be best done
jointly. - |

For this reason, I am opposed to a full consolidation of
the County and City. However, as we look at our
community at a regional level, we recognize that there
are areas where a uniform regulatory approach would
best serve all citizens of Leon County.



Aftachment # =
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 One area is stormwater. The waters of our community
do not recognize the political boundaries of the
County or City, and for this reason I support
countywide stormwater regulations by amending
Article 1, Section 1.6 of the Charter to read: “Except
as otherwise provided by law or this Charter, and
except for the areas of stormwater regulations,
standards, and permitting, municipal ordinances shall
prevail over County ordinance to the extent of any
conflict within the boundaries of the municipality. To
the extent that a county ordinance and a municipal
ordinance shall cover the same subject without
conflict, then both the municipal ordinance and the
county ordinance shall be effective, each being
deemed supplemental to the other".

. Once again, I thank you for taking on this task, and I
encourage you to review the Charter thoroughly as this
is a very important process.

» The Board of County Commissioners will take the
recommendations of this Committee very seriously as
we work together to address the future of County

government.

Jane G. Sauls

County Commissioner, District 2



VIIl. (4): Counties’ Charter Comparison
a. Volusia County Charter
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