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Leon County Files Lawsuit Against State Unfunded Mandate 

 
Leon County, with the support of the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) and 24 other 
counties throughout the state, is challenging the funding of the Office of the Criminal Conflict 
and Civil Regional Counsel created last year by the Florida Legislature. In 2007, the Legislature 
passed the unfunded mandate which established five conflict counsel offices in Florida’s 
creating 384 new employees. The conflict counsels were created to handle cases when the 
public defender has conflicts of interest in the representation of defendants. Previously, these 
cases were assigned to private sector counsel.   
 
Leon County, which hosts the second judicial circuit for Franklin, Liberty, Gadsden, Jefferson 
and Wakulla Counties, would have to accommodate an estimated 22 additional state 
employees. The County estimates that the housing of the new state employees would cost 
approximately $300,000 annually in order to provide facilities, security, technology and 
communication needs. 
  
On March 25, 2008 the Board of County Commissioners authorized the County Attorney to file a 
lawsuit challenging the unfunded requirement of the regional conflict counsel. Subsequently, the 
County began working with FAC and the Florida Association of County Attorneys to garner 
support among other counties to challenge this unfunded mandate. On Monday, July 28, 2008, 
Leon County filed the lawsuit in Leon County Circuit Court against the regional conflict counsel. 
The lawsuit was joined in by FAC and 24 other counties representing the five regional districts.  
 
“Through the leadership of the Leon County Commission and FAC’s Board of Directors, we 
were able to rally counties as large as Broward and Hillsborough Counties and as small as 
Okeechobee and Gilchrist Counties to participate in this important lawsuit,” said County 
Attorney Herb Thiele.    
 
The initial costs were anticipated to cost Leon County up to $50,000 to litigate the conflict 
counsel lawsuit on its own, however, with the collaboration of FAC and the other counties it will 
cost Leon County no more than $5,000. 
 
“I am hopeful that the courts will rule in our favor and prevent Leon County taxpayers from 
footing this bill passed down by the Legislature” said Commissioner Jane Sauls. “We welcome 
the participation of all counties in this effort. 
 
Media availability will be held by FAC on Tuesday, July 29th at 1p.m. to discuss the lawsuit. Mr. 
Thiele will also be on the conference call to address Leon County’s argument in the case. 
 



For more information, please contact Herb Thiele at 606-2500 
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